Classification of peripheral nerve fibres. An historical perspective.
The historical development of the nomenclature used to describe peripheral nerve fibres is described. Some of the properties of nerve fibres and their maturation are discusses. It is suggested that when grouping fibres by their conduction velocities the original terminology introduced by Erlanger and Gasser41 (i.e. A-alpha, beta, gamma, delta, B and C) should be used for efferent nerve fibres, while the nomenclature introduced by Lloyd44 (i.e. groups I,II, III and IV) should be applied to afferent fibres. The terms B, 'gamma efferent', Ia and Ib have specific implications with regard to their source or distribution irrespective of the conduction velocities of the fibres contributing to these groups.